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BUFFALO G R A D E  CROSSING 
IMPROVEMENT- February, I 905 

HE abolition of the crossings at grade of 
the streets of Buffalo, by steam railroads, T was authorized b y  Act of the Legislature 

of the State of New York, May, 1888. 

This improvement has been in charge of the - 
following 

c 0 MMI SSIO NEE: S 
ROBERT B. AIIAM ; ap1)ointed by Act, Rlay, 1888 : 

elected Chairman, May 31, 1888 ; died, June 

Er)wi\izu H. ~IUTL.ER ; appointed by Act, May, 
1888 ; now in office. 

FIIEDEKICK KESDAL.I. ; appointed by Act, May, 
1888 ; died, August 16, 1!)04. 

~ V I L L I A ~ I  J. ,I~oR(;AN ; appointed by Act, May,  
1888 ; elected Secretary, h'lay 31, 1588 ; died, 
September 5, 1900. 

JAMES E. NIJNXN ; appointed b y  Act, May, 1888 ; 
died, December 16, 1891. 

SOLOMON SCHF.U ; appointed lip Act, l l ay ,  1888 ; 
died, Novemlier 23 ,  1888. 

T ;  apl)ointed by Act, May, 1888 : 
died, October 1, 1CJOY. 

GBOKGE SASI)KOCR ; appointed by  Act, May, 1588 ; 
died, February 12,  1902. 

JOHN P,. W m m  ; appointed b y  Act, hIap, 1888 ; 
elected Secretary, Se1)tember 21, 1!)00 ; now 
in office. 

HEYRY D. KIRKOVER ; appointed b y  Act, May, 

JAMES RYAN ; appointed by Act, hfay, 1892 ; now 

~ u c - c s m s  F. sCHEU ; ap1)ointed 11y ilct, hlay, -1892 : 
elected Chairman, February 21, 1905 ; now 
in office. 

CHARLES 1'. BISHOP ; allpointed by Court, February 
16, 1905 ; now in office. 

JOHN I ~ E R  ; appointed by Court, February 1 6 ,  
1!)0<5 : now in office. 

30, 1904. 

1802 ; now in office. 

in office. 



ANI)IIEW I A N ( : I X > S  ; apl)ointecl by Court, February 

l V i i . i . i m  1'. NOI<THI<~:I~ ; appointed by Court, F e b  
unary IS,  1905 ; now in office. 

HISXI<\- SC~IAF.FI,:I< ; appointed by Court. February 
16, 1905 ; now in office. 

16, 1!)05 ; now i n  office. 

S7'A F F 
SI~I,:NCIII: C:I.I?;TON ; clectetl Attorney ; now in office. 
GI.:oR(;I< 1'. Rln?jx ; I+:iigincer while City Ii;nginecr, c 

1S88-1893 ; appointed (-l ief Ihgineer, Janu- 
ary,  1593 : died, Octolier 2, 189 i .  

~~I)\V.\I<I) 13. ( ;UTHKII< ; alq)ointetl Chief Engineer, ., 
Octolier 9, 1 8 9 i  ; now i n  office. 

'l'he iiiterval froiii 188s to 1X!lT, was taken u p  in 
negotiations with the several railroads and procuring 
contracts for thc crossings of greatest importance i n  
the 1)iisiness district. Actual construction was first 
iiiiclertaken at the Rlichigan Street crossing of the 
Sew l'ork ('entral B Hiidson I<iver Railroad on 
l lay  22, lX!)5. 

Since this date thirty-scveii ( 3 7 )  structures have 
been coinpletcd, or I)rartic:allj- so, \vhich, with closing 
of streets, have eliiiiiiiated sixty-five (65) crossings 
at grade. 1;ik-e structures are yet to be l)uilt to 
coiiiIilcte the General l'laii of the C:oiiniiission. 

The  location, kind and cost of structures, land 
awards, that is piirchase of land for opening or 
widening streets axid the c~oiiseci~eiitial damages so 
far determiiietl, are s1io1v-n in the following table. 

111 the siiiiiiiiarp of cost of structrires, the s~iiii of 
S600,OoO has been added for work along the rail- 
road's right of \\.a)-, which at least this work has 
cost and the ainoriiit does not alqiear in contracts or 
records, being paid wholly b y  the railroad interested. 

'I'he division of cost has been generally as follows : 

' 

~~ ~~~ ~~~~ ~~ ~~ ~~~ ~ ~~~~ 

I I  .I I I.RO.LI> crry 
I i -  -~ ~ -_._____- 

Across the railroad's right of way, ' loo$ 

Ap1)roachcs toviaductsandsul)waJ.s, 667i$ 3373s 
I ,an& purchased, . . . . . . 
Consequential damages, . . . 

' 
A10 ng ' (  " (' ' loo$ 

5O$ 
'~ 50:f 

~~ ~~ ~ . .  . ~ 



! j ' !  I 
\. Y c. k 11.  I<. I:. . { -  ' ' _  

C oiiiiner cia1 , 

blain, . . . ( * '  I (  \ i1 . i  

\\'ashingtoii, , " 6 ,  1 1  

" 1 1  1 ;\Iic:higan, . . < '  

Chicago, . N.Y.C. ,  \\-.S., ICrie ' 1  1 

lmiisiana, " ' <  

- 

4 

" I,.S. 1 1 

Vaii Kcnsselacr, Erie 1 1  

Seneca, . . . 

Smith, . . . 

Babcock, w. N. Y k 1'. 1 1  

Perry, I I,. s. c\: hI.  s. 1 1  

E l k ,  . 
~ 

S) 1 
1,. S .  & 11. S., Erie 

Abbott, . ' (  Erie \ ( I \  
. I  

1 1  s. Y c. k St. I , . ,  \I.. s. 
Y. <k 1'. , 1:. C.. Elk, . . . 

1 1  S . Y .  C'.c\:St. I,., \v. h. 
Y. &I P., 13. C'. A4bbott, . . . 

'I'otal, . . . . . . 1 7  15 



SUBWAYS COMPLETED 

( N . Y .  C . , W . S . , )  
’ I IF’. h. Y .  c\r 1’. I 

4 ; 
Swan, 

I N . Y . C  , l V . S . ,  I 
1 It’. K .  Y .  c\r 1’. J ’ Seymour, . 

N . Y . C . , W . S . ,  

N . Y . C . , \ V . S . ,  

If’. N. Y. I3 1’. 

North Ihvision, iV. x, Y .  i,. 

South Division, 

N.  1 7 .  c., TV. S., 
w. N. Y .  & 1’. Einslie, . . . 

Eagle, . . . S. Y. C.,  Ji’. S. 

Clinton,. . . L. L‘ 

‘ L  ( I  I,ord, . . . 

Smith, . . . < (  L L  

“ ‘ I  Oneida. . . . 

Howard, . L i  i‘ 

Fillmore, . “ ‘ L  

William, . “ L. 

I!] llmore, . W. N. l’. & P 

Cllntoll, . . w. S. ,  13. c. 
Clinton, Erie 

rl 
11 

{ 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

Total, . . 19 ~ 18 

‘ L  i L  Elk, . . .  

Abbott, . . ( L  L‘ 1 1 1  

I 



CROSSINGS OF S'IREE'I'S 'I'O BE C1,OSED 
I N  COXNEC'I'ION WITH STRUCTURES 

Jefferson, . N.Y. C.,  Erie, Seneca, Hamburg 2 



1 1 " " F ran !i 1 i n , 

1 

I'err) , Ii,rie 1 1 viaduct 

it'illiaiii, . ( '  1 1 subway 

F:ulton, , " 1 1 foot bridge 

Elk, " 1 1 'i " 

1 'I'otal, . . . . 5 5 

s u hi  iv A KY 



I11 the foregoing list a crossing is c,onxitlered as 
including all the railroads intersecting any  street 
at or near the same i)oint, ancl i n  this sense TO 
crossings wil l  be aliolished Iiy thc 42 striic,trires, and 
closing 25 streets. \Vhile insulfic,ient time has 
elapsed to a1)preciatc the full 1)enefit of this imlirove- 
nient, it is of interest to note the dccrease in fatal 
accidents to others than railway enil)loyees at gracle 
crossings i n  the City, not\\itlistantliii~ the fact that 
for the latest period mentioned below soiiie of the 
structnres were not commencd.  For i< l  months i n  
each of the periods there were 

From Januarj. lst ,  1890, to Augiist lst,  

From Rlay lst,  1!102, to L)ccenil)er lst ,  

I)iiferenc,c . . . . . . . :I 1 

7 892, 55 Fatal ilc~cidents. 

1901, 24 Fatal Xccitleuts. 

'l'he construc.tion of viaducts ant1 sulways wax 
not commenced nntil 1895, so the lirst period pre- 
cedes all siicli work, ant1 the retluciion i n  nunil)er 
of accidenta during the last amounts to one per 
111 on t h . 



COMPLETED STRUCTURES J A N U A R Y ,  1905 

COUSEQL L ~ T I A L  
COST OF STKCCTLRES T O T A L  L W D  A R ~ R D S *  TOTAL COST 

C V i l  OF D A U A G E ~  G R W D  
~ TOTAI ~~ 

LOCATION STRUC- 

1 Main Street and Terrace, . . 
2 \Tashington Street, . , . . 
:3 1lichii.an-Strcet. , , , , , . 
1 Chicago S t r w t .  . . . , , , 

.? Seneca and 1Iamhurr streets. , 
(j Swan and i;evniour streets 
5 South Dirisibn Street. , ' , , 
ti i\'illiam Strcet fN. ,Y.  C.!, . . 
:)Clinton Street (Er ie ) .  , , . . 

10 Seneca and Smith strects. . , 
11 Rabcock Street 
I:! Elk Street and hbhdtt'K;ai, 
I:] A h h o t t  Road ( 1 3 .  C. K. K.8. 

s 8,068.82.C 
3,754.YX 

26,412.40 
47,9K.85 
77,297.77 
7.21X.86 

2.447.83 4,895.66 
2,680.14 5,360.29 

13,967.32 21,168.74 

7.40.~.0:1 ll.810 Ob 
9,409.60 1&819,1!l 

5,070.40 
59,608.21 119,216.43 

110,4S1.65S 
47.274.34 

2Ii8.026.9S 
:310,S7'.OH 
515.331;.80 
146,40O!l.lH 
85.601 ,0!J 

184,rXE,12 
162,?8>.82 
444,498.48 
192,256.46 
.189,4!l!1.21 
21.5,1fi&',$l 
21 .07!I.Y3 
61 ,!)9S.:36 

257.684.81 
115.110.:37 
Ki, 658.72 
6:1.:3!21 .GG 

141.186.19 
12,749.67 
G-I,R!lB.R,5 
2.0!Y3.31 
2,447.83 
2.680.14 
13,1961.321 

REhl ARKS 

137,253.18 Damages not complete. 
Gi,i91.50 

4(ir,~31'2.70 Damages include land for Scott St. !:$$::; 1 extension. Damages notcomplete. 

184,345 .Sii 
22:3.765 .!I8 
, . > , d l . 6 1  

404 ,nis.:jx 

ini,86o.50 

r r l  .I 

:312,040.45 
703.4XO.G 1 
42!).519.58 

118.067.12 " 

370.73P.1!) Land Awards not complete 
1XF.829 2 
121,210.08 
77.W2.10 

18.5,.W2.77 
15,993.76 
69.954.67 
4,186.FZ 
4.895.66 * '  

5Y,20!4.22 Damages n2t complete. 

I n  lieu of Consequential Damppes. 



ST I< c CT r R E s N EC E s S A  ICY TO C o M I’ I* ETE G E N E I: A I. PI, A N  

Final estimates no t  made but 

‘L‘oral cmt  tiased o n  p r o ~ ~ o s a l s .  
rork Itractically mmI,lt.ted. 












